
 
 

Uplift Hampton Preparatory   •   8915 S. Hampton Road   •   Dallas, Texas 75232 
(972) 421-1982  •   www.hamptonprep.org 

2016-2017 11th grade students: 
2016 Summer Reading Requirements 

 

In an effort “to empower every student to reach their highest potential,” each student entering 11th grade will be 
required to engage in “rigorous academic experiences” in preparation for their AP Language/English III course they 
will be taking during the 2016-2017 school year. The following reading assignments and projects will be completed 
and submitted by the deadlines listed below. It is expected that each student “accept responsibility for his or her 
own learning” and understand that “mediocrity is not an option; only excellence will do.” 
 
Requirements: For each of the reading selections listed below, scholars must acquire their own copy of the text(s), 
either purchasing the text or checking out the selection from a local library. Suggestions for places of purchase 
include Barnes and Noble, Half-Priced Books, amazon.com, and there are a multitude of other ways to acquire these 
selections, including but not limited to, downloadable online versions and apps on cell phones. 
 

Assignment #1 
Reading Selection: Choose a novel or play of literary merit (and of appropriate age), written by an African-American 
or Hispanic author, that has also been made into a full-length film. 
Note: Do not select a novel previously read in class or on your own. Additionally, feel free to search the AP College 
Board for authors and works considered to be of literary merit. For example, novels such as Harry Potter, Twilight, 
and The Hunger Games are not widely considered to be of literary merit. Works such as Holes and The Outsiders 
would be considered too “childish” of work comparable to your grade level, but works such as Beloved, One 
Hundred Years of Solitude, The Invisible Man, and Bless Me, Ultima, among others, would be considered of literary 
merit. 

Project/Assignment Deadline: July 22nd (by 10:00 a.m. delivered either electronically to 

jgreen@uplifteducation.org OR physically to the front office) 
 

Students are required to read the selection, watch the corresponding film, as well as research the author of the 
novel, and complete each project listed below for the selected novel/film.   
 

Project Requirements: 
1) Write a 2-3 page typed, double-spaced essay explaining the difference between the novel and the film, 

analyzing the purpose behind these stated differences, and reflecting on which was superior—the novel or 
the film and why. 

2) Write a 1-2 page typed, double-spaced paper connecting the author’s life and background to the material 
and/or relevant themes from their respective novel.  
 

Assignment #2 
Reading Selection: Choose one of the following: The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien, Fast Food Nation by Eric 
Schlosser, or Nickled and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich 

Project/Assignment Deadline: August 11th/12th (during respective English class) 
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Along with reading the selected nonfictional text, students are required to complete each of the following 
complementary assignments: 

1. Reading Response Journal. Keep a hand-written journal. For each chapter/section, include the following: 
a. Connections you make (text to self, text to itself, text to text, text to world); 
b. Running list of challenging vocabulary (with page numbers); 
c. A summary of the information; 
d. A description of the purpose of each chapter (not to be confused with summary); 
e. A record of the effect of the chapter on you, the reader, as well as how you imagine it might affect 

others. 
2. Ten Vocabulary Index Cards. Each card will include the word, the book title and page number, the context 

sentence, the part of speech and definition as used in context sentence, a rewrite of the context sentence 
with an appropriate synonym, and a color illustration with a caption using the word. 

3. Argumentative Paper. Consider an argument that your selection of text is making, identify the argument and 
write a 2-3 page typed, double-spaced essay either defending or challenging the argument.  

 
Submission of Project 
Each project must be submitted by the previously listed deadline. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. These 
assignments will be assessed by the instructor of your corresponding course and be entered as the initial 
assessment for the 2016-2017 school year. Work may be submitted electronically to jgreen@uplifteducation.org or 
physically submitted at the Hampton Preparatory front office. Electronic and physical submissions will be required 
to be submitted by 10:00 a.m. on the date of deadline for “Assignment #1,” whereas “Assignment #2” will be 
submitted during each student’s respective AP Language/English III class during the first week of school. A 
confirmation email will be sent for all received electronic submissions. If you have not received this confirmation 
email within 48 hours of submission, please resubmit by forwarding previous submission. Maintain all electronic 
records of submission to verify submission time and date. Additionally, all submissions MUST be compatible to 
Microsoft Office on a Windows-compatible computer. Projects submitted after this deadline will be considered late, 
and no late work will be accepted for a grade.  
 
In addition to the project submission, each reading selection will be susceptible to further assessment during the 
first week returning to school, so it is vital that students arrive at Hampton prepared for potential examination. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Jeremy L. Green (972) 421-1982 or email 
jgreen@uplifteducation.org. 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!PARENTAL ADVISORY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

The AP Language and Composition course is equitable to a first year collegiate English course. Due to this level of 
academic rigor and the consequent expectations, materials studied throughout the year are more susceptible to 

mature content. Please be advised and prepared to impart your own standards, expectations, and beliefs regarding 
such materials with your children as all instruction will be based solely on academic collegiate preparation. 
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